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Connecting Faith Joumneys with Life's Journey

February 4

See Inside for:

§ Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on
February 14th. Save purple pull-out
sheet with special Wednesday evening
events and Holy Week schedule.

§ Lay Leadership chart has been
updated with this year’'s chairs and
committee members for our various
Ministry Teams.

Summer Sunday
February 4th

We will celebrate the coming of

summer activities, events, camps

and retreats. We like to provide

opportunities for every age to try a summer
adventure. See page 11 for events and dates and
make plans to attend February 4th to get all the
details about which summer event fits your family
calendar! EUMC t-shirts and coffee cups will also
be available for sale that day!

Brooklyn Big

Band & Potluck

Sunday, February 11th,
11:15am, Fellowship Hall

Join us following Worship to enjoy great music by
the Brooklyn Big Band, an ensemble of about
fifteen musicians from Brooklyn United Methodlist
Church; led by Dave Mantini and featuring our
very own Paul Dragsten on the tfrumpet. They
play a variety of religious and secular music in the
swing band style, reminiscent of the Big Band Era.
We are delighted to welcome them to our
worship service and to the potluck meal and
concert following. A good time will be had by all!
Bring a dish fo share! Contact Gail Fisk
(gail@excelsiorumc.org) with questions.

Social Justice Forum
February 18th, 11:15am, Fireside Room

The EUMC Social Justice Ministry Team
presents Jeff Grosscup speaking on
Immigration issues. Jeff has travelled to the
Mexican border, been involved with a Syrian
refugee family and supported asylum
seekers. Jeff (also a professional
photographer) will:

1 share his experience of El Paso/Juarez with

photos

1 tfalk about his time working with refugees,
immigrants and asylum seekers

1 present the different issues which arise for
them

1 offer opportunities to witness immigration
court proceedings

1 Discuss ways church members can have
face-to-face involvement with asylum
seekers

1 Provide resources to learn more, including
current informative films.

Join us for what is sure to be an interesting
conversation!

Benefit Concert for

Simpson Shelter

Sunday, February 25th,
11:30am -2pm

SIMPSON
HOUSING
SERVICES
Come see a great show (open

house style) with snacks beginning at
11:30am in Fellowship Hall including
contemporary, country, Christian rock,
classical, and many other kinds of music!
With student performers from Minnetonka,
Eagan, St Louis Park, Edina, and more! For
more information please contact Anna
Newell at annanewell100@gmail.com.

Who We Are
The MISSION of EUMC is to be a welcoming Christian community that helps connect faith journeys with
life’s journey and inspires sharing of time, talents and treasures. Our VISION is to be an intergenerational
Christian family that nurtures the journey of faith and service to transform the world.
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Katie’'s Connection

First, my EUMC friends, | want to say

thank you for your loving and caring

good wishes in these weeks since

my announcement that | will be

retiring this June. You have been

gracious and are already blessing

me with your love (and retfirement advicel!) in this
perhaps somewhat unexpected transition for you,
and for me. Let’s find times to talk and reflect now,
and not wait until June is herel!

Also, be reassured that your leaders are doing
wonderful work sharing hopes and information with
our District Superintendent so a good *Missional
Match” is made for your next pastor. You are a
resilient congregation with a big heart, and your next
pastor will be blessed to serve you, as I've been
blessed!

Now, as we turn to the season of Lent: it will be
memorable if for no other reason than that it starts on
Valentine’'s Day and ends with Easter on April Fool's
Day! So how do we meld Ash Wednesday with
Valentine’'s Day and chocolate? It's a surprise to
some Christians o realize that for the first 500 years of
our faith, there was no concept of “original sin.” It was
Augustine and the Council of Trent that set this in
motion. And it's been hard to stop ever since.

The creation story in Genesis has God affirming again
and again that "And God saw everything that God
made, and it was very Good.” This is where we will
begin our Lenten journey this year, with the wonderful
intersection of Valentine’'s Day —"you are loved’— with

Ash Wednesday “you are blessed to be human.” If we
reh
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